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GETTING married generally is supposedto ne a romantic affair, serious,of course, but none the less a

wholly sentimental adventure during its
preliminaries and its honeymoon stages
at least.

it appears, however, that in France it
has come to be a well organized \
business, supervised by boards ST
of directors and assistant man- / S/i
agers, promoted by well finan- S%\
ced corporations and the above ffiJi
mentioned preliminaries con- ///£$
ducted according to rule and jl/AF*
routine favorably looked upon JSfflik
by certain governmental bureaus.'<2*4

It used to be a matter of the
ring; now it's a matter of 1 per
cent.
The situation- attracts atten- jf*~.

tion as the result of the brief,
unromantic announcement of
the Minister of Labor that#dur- TO
ing the fiscal year just closing
th'ere were many more than
double the marriages in France
that there were during the year mH
preceding the war.

In view of the fact that TH
France lost a million men

killed outright in the war and
3,000,000 more who either died
from wounds or were disabled
permanently, the announcement I wL
by the Minister of Labor is in- 1 sJfB
forest inc. IXH

This increase of marriages *i|p?
is due to "marriage brokers." /^M,
They have come into the limelightfor public scrutiny as the jW M
result of the statistical an- mm vl
nouncement, and the revelation HSj
is amazing. Hjf| J
In America the marriage mmf X0,

broker suffers the burden of IB §
suspicion and is looked upon 'fSf f
with distrust. In France now 'ffl t
the marriage brokers are the 'Iij/
friends of "high and low," aris- \
tocrat and peasant, banker and
tradesmen. They arrange, even,
for money advances with
which young couples who have
neither dot nor savings may I
set up housekeeping; they have
been known to pay the tuition ^H|
for a course in a trade school
for the subscribing wouldbe
bridegroom, that he might fit
himself better for marriage E^ta
with a pretty client who likes
him but who wants a husband
who can earn a comfortable ^^Wgj
salary. ji JH
The charge is 1 per cent, of jx^HP

whatever money is involved in fjflHE
the marriage.and there always
is money. The bride brings her J&j&im
dot and the bridegroom brings iwMzm

\ his business or his savings. If |^P
there is neither, and money has ^Hm||
to be advanced to give the mar- HrapK
riage a satisfactory start off,
then promissory notes, based ^Bra||
upon the earning capacity of ^H|i
the bridegroom and the prettinessand disposition of the V
bride, are accepted by the bro-V
kers.payable five, ten and fif- I
teen years hence. I
Perhaps the observer who de- M

clared that "the marriage brok-
.

ers of France ar£ 50 per cent,
the hope of the nation" was not
far wrong. The Government
lends a hand to any project that
will promote marriages.and
the supply of future citizens.
It is said never before have

| French girls done so much
marrying as during the last two
years.
Mme. Le Blanc is president and general

manager of the Institute of Marriage, one
of the foremost marriage corporations in
France. She tells of an average Hector
and Louise:

"Before the war it was that Louise
should wait patiently until Hector, who
lived in her village or in her neighborhoodor perhaps had a business close by,
discovered her and decided she should bo
his wife. Then Hector went to the parentsof Mile. Louise and proposed himself.
taking with him his bank" hooks and a
statement of his business affairs.
"Or perhaps It was that Hector never

thought of Louise at all, never saw her
and was caught by Cecille, who was

equally attractive. So Louise became a

little old and had to marry Henri, who
was old too and who had no money whatever.and who considered that he offered
a good bargain when he agreed to take
Louise and her 50,000 francs at all.
"But now, after the war, France cannot

wait until Hector picks out Louise or
until she grows old and accepts Henri.
France wants Hector and Louise to marry
v/hlle the romance flowers around them.
while they are young, and so

"The Institute of Marriage! It Is very
simple and very businesslike. Hector
knows very well he cannot see all the
Louises in France and take his choice.
Perhaps there is a prettier, a more gentle.
more attractive Louise in the next city,

In the next district, than the one who
lives near by. And Louise.her parents
want the best Hector in France for her,

v of course. So
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"Hector writes to the institute and
gives a full description of himself and his
belongings. And the parents of Louise
write also and send a photograph of their
daughter and an accounting of her dot
and her future inheritance.together with
a letter from the Cure, in which is put
down a list of her virtues.

"It is, indeed, very simple. Hector
writes that he wishes a sweet and gentle
young woman of 17 or so, who has somethingof a dot and whose parents are

good people of some standing. He has a

little business of his own and he knows
how wisely to enlarge it. Which he will
do when he is married.with his wife's
dot. He sends his photograph to prove
that he is not altogether unattractive
physically.
"The parents of Louise are somewhat

«1 .V. I /I TLft.f nrink n Unva I# nnnaas i n
ilium. l iicj ninu iu nnic n *'1'1n« i««

their letter that their Louise would be
able to arrange a match with young men

of high estate.that she could, in fact,
marry well Into the aristocracy if she
wished. She has her 50,000 francs and
she will inherit another 50,000 from an

aunt. She is a ^ood girl, and meek, and
pious, and it is only that before consenting
to her engagement to the many promisingyoung men who seek her hand they
wish to feel that they have discharged
their duty toward their daughter and
sought all opportunities that they have
decided to write to the institute: 'PhotographInclosed; not a very good one

and It does not do Louise Justice, but It
will, perhaps, serve.'
"The Institute acknowledges Hector's
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letter and the letter from the parents of
Louise. They will hear from us later, we

say, and no doubt all will be arranged.
Then goes a long letter to the secret representativeof the institute whose office
is closest to the home of Louise and anotherletter to the representative whose
residence is nearest that of Hector.
"The first representative visits the gentleCure and asks more about Louise.

The Cure is very discreet, so he may see

the letter written by the parents of
Louise. Most often he laughs broadly
and assures the representative that her
parents have not said halt enough about
the virtues of Louise.for nearly all girls
have many virtues which their parents do
hot recognize. If is only rarely that the
Cure is embarrassed; that he speaks lit-
lie neiueiii;e» mm me geiieiai uuu uu nui

say anything; that, in fact, he does not
commit himself too enthusiastically about
the discretions of Louise. It Is then the
institute writes to the parents of Louise
and tells them the Institute is very sorry
.oh, most distressed.but there are so

many young ladles on Its lists of similar
merit to that of the beloved and desirable
Louise that It fears It would be unwis^
for them to depend upon any satisfactory
outcome of their application In her behalf.
"For the Institute Is very careful and

does not think only of the 1 per cent. It
thinks of Hector and France first," says
Mme. Le Blanc. And she continues:
"But when the Cure smiles and says:

'Bless her little heart, she's my especial
pet' Ah, then the representative writes

i
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back quickly and the institute
waits impatiently for the letter
from the city where lives Hector."
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thing. Perhaps he has had one wife, who
has died or one who has left him. The
representative, in the former instance,
seeks out the relatives of the former wife.
From them he learns intimate things
about Heotor. If they are good things he
then turns his attention to Hector's businessand to his reputation for honest
dealing and for industry Hisparentsor his .

relatives are inquired about; his banker
is interviewed.if Hector is an important
business man, why a more expert representativeis sent to his neighborhood.
one who can best determine whether or

not he is a shrewd business man as well
as an important one. For Louise must be
protected.and her 50,000 francs as well.
It would not do to have her dot Invested
in a business which would not be worthy
of them.

"If all is well the representative of the
institute writes his letter about Hector.
But the matter is not closed abruptly.
Louise Is only 17 or so ana must he romantic.Hector, too. must be sentimental
.all Hectors are sentimental.
"The institute forgets for the moment

its 1 per cent. It thinks very humanly of
a young girl's right to be wooed and won.
and of a young man's right to look back
upon his marriage days with the reflectionthat he won his bride in a race with
many other young men. A letter is sent
to Hector advising him to go at once to
the city wherein lives Louise and her
adoring parents. Also there is sent him
a letter of introduction to the Cure, who
by now, has been admitted to the secret.
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t of the "Institute of Marriage"
her and wants a good and
Le Blanc has many for

rr
* and it is all for France, w

only 1 Per Cent. w

hi
and where is there a Cure who will not a

help at love or conspire in the keeping of
a secret? 111
"Hector visits the Cure. He realizes si

there is something mysterious afoot. He '0
is not told by the institute or by the Cure ol
that the parents of Louise, the young at

woman he is to meet, do not know he is m

a client xrt the institute, for we do not m

misrepresent. But he is not told, either, w

that they do know it. He is allowed to
believe, from the mysterious way in G:
which the Cure maneuvres, under the di- st
rection of the institute, that they do not. ai
"The Cure receives him gravely and Pi

reads his letter. Ah, indeed! Nearly all
gentle old Cures are actors. The priest le
d<Jfes not let on. He taps the letter. 'It fr
is that a mutual friend of ours in Paris dl
desires that you should have opportunity Pi
to meet Mme. and Monsieur Germonde.
Tell me, Monsieur, is it by any chance h«
that you have heard that Mme. and MonsieurFermonde are parents of a very th
desirable young lady, Mile. Louise, who ai

is of the marriageable age and disposi- h<
tlon and who will have a comfortable fr
dot?' asks the Cure, gravely. tli

" 'I am seeking a wife, Father.I desire st
to make proposals (or Mile. Louise,' says
Hector, very matter of fart, most proba- ea

hly. It puzzles htm a bit, this maneuver- In
in*. 'Is it possible, after all, this young th
lady. Mile. Louise, and her parents do not T1
know? It seems so, truly.' si

" 'Then we shall arrange for you to Pi
meet Monsieur and Mme. Germonde,' says al
the Cure. And he does. He goes him- pi
self, first, and most solemnly, to M. Oer- Pi
monde, declares that he is the hearer of fu
Important messages. That there has si
come to see him and to ask him to be cc

intermediary a young man from Some- sa

-Y
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^Matters ,
Where, who seems to be well
commended, who desires to

make proposals for the hand
v. of the lovely .and estimable

Idle. Louise. 'He comes bearJ
^ Ing good letters from Paris,'

M t \ adds the Cure. May I present
r /£ him?
Vm "So Hector is presented to

\ M Mme. and M. Germonde by
jM the Cure, whoT'his duty thus

performed, withdraws. Hector,
y/f I convinced now by the manner

Rg£l\ of Madame and Monsieur that

JfJg ]l the Institute has sent him a

fg""i wooing upon his own account,
i knowing in some mysterious N

; v way tnat wnere ne was sent

»he would find a maiden to his
liking, who would not be
averse to some sensible proposal,tells about himself and,
bashfully perhaps, makes it
known that he has heard of
the charms of the Mademoiselleand has presumed to
think that he might be accept"So

Hector and Louise meet.
Most often Louise does not
know at all what her parents

y have been up to. But she does
t&i know, as does every other

girl in France these days, that
| a proposal of marriage from a

responsible, likable young
!uimi is nui 10 lie dismissed 111

scorn. They sit very stiffly in
the parlor, Monsieur and
Madame in the center of the
room by the table, on which
stands the lamp, and while
Monsieur and Madame and
Hector make conversation
Mademoiselle listens meekly
and looks at her hands, folded
discreetly in her. lap.
"Hector is delighted. Louise

feels the urge of romance. In
a little while they are duly
engaged, the banns are publishedand the Cure goes about
with a knowing little twinkle
in his eye.
"So Hector and Louise are

as if they had fallen in love
with each other and had comint/-> rl and nr/vnod onH

U4UCHUU, anu nuucu, auu

pouted, and fussed a bit, and
had given In to each other .

most sentimentally before
agreeing to bemarried. Their's
has been a romance "just as
Hector and Louise wanted it
to be. And France is satisfied." \

M. Chevrillon, who is managingdirector of the "School
of Marriages," describes other
incidents of the marriage brokers'experiences.
"We have many adventurers

of both sexes who ask to be
enrolled on our books," said

i
M. Chevrillon. "From these we
could collect large fees, much
more than the little 1 per
cent, we require. But we do
not deal with them. The mar...Jriage bureaus that are properlyconducted have establishedconfidence and there is
no limit to the capital we are
to draw upon.

"See.I will tell of a case we are lust
including. It Is that of a young Paul,
ho has studied to be an architect and
ho is just starting at the very bottom of
is profession. Paul does not wish to be
clerk in another architect's office.
" 'Any kind of a wife?' I asked him a

Ltle coldly. We do not like clients who
>eak right away of money like that,
ih, no, m'sleur,' said Paul, 'not any kind
a wife. She must be a very good girl

id one who would be quite willing to let
e use her money. And she must like
e very much so she will not say afterardthat she made a bad bargain.'
"We had on our lists a brunette of
renoble, who had inherited a large subantialhouse and quite a little ground
>out It. She waB young, just past 21.
ml was 23. /

"I had only her photograph and some
tters which had been written her by the
lends of her family when her father
ed. I sent for Mile. Helene to come to
iris.
"'But how-can I serve him, M'sleur; I
ive no money.Just a house?'
"Soon I had persuaded Mile. Helene
iat if she and Paul were agreeable to one
lother It would be well for her to sell
;r. property.she could realize 100,000
ancs on It easily. I would attend to
iat detail. Then she and Paul could
art nicely In Paris.
"She clapped her hands and was all
iger. She jJVepared for her first meetigwith Paul with all the eagerness of
in schoolgirl going to her first picnic,
hey met at the home of one of my asstants,where his wife received them,
aul was charmed. They were married
most at once. I managed to sell her
operty for more than I had expected,
aul now Is Just beginning to be successtl;he has had several paying commlsons.They will he very happy. My
immisslon was only $220, but I was well
itlsfied."


